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Welcome Askamore to the 2014 Tidy Towns Competition and it is pleasing to read that the level of participation 
remains high with 10 – 12 members on your committee. Your committee has certainly been effective at building 
partnerships with statutory organizations that include Wexford County Council, Fas, Tus, Wexford Local 
Development, Coillte and the Department of the Environment, Community and Local Government. Your 
engagement with other voluntary groups is also noted and you are commended on your close working relationships 
with Muintir na Tire, Foroige, the Local Parish Council and the County Wexford Community Forum. The Forum is 
considered to be an excellent initiative that allows community groups to discuss challenges and swap ideas. No 
reference was seen to sports groups in Askamore in your entry form and we wondered if they lent a hand in any of 
your projects? Your communication strategy is comprehensive and we note from the adjudicators report in 2013 that 
you make extensive use of your website for publicising your events and activities. It is great to see that you meet 
regularly with the school (through the staff and principal) to plan activities that are of mutual benefit but we urge you 
to provide some further details. Do you engage in any joint projects with the School? It is important to remember 
that schools can be a great source of ideas (and enthusiastic helpers!) so why not see if the school would like to get 
involved in some of your waste management or wildlife projects? We were pleased to read that your involvement in 
the competition has been a positive experience and your participation is welcomed. Thank you for your completed 
entry form and well done on taking the comments of the adjudicator in 2013 on board as the map seems to be a big 
improvement. Your multi annual plan is a comprehensive (and ambitious) document and we wish you every success 
with it.
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The village of Askamore has much to commend it. Its elevated location provides with a magnificent setting and it 
commands stunning views of the surrounding countryside. Unusually, very few houses can be found inside the 50 
km/h speed limit area but a number of buildings and structures if interest can be found. The church occupies a 
prominent position in the village and it is an interesting historical structure with attractive grounds. Dorans shop, 
which has regrettably been vacant since 2006, looked quite neat with its fresh coat of paint. Further down, the 
national school building and the adjoining childcare centre are presented to a similar high standard. Although all of 
these features of the village provide interest, the magnificent Le Cheile Park draws the most attention. This 
wonderful amenity, which was made possible through the voluntary work of the community, provides not just an 
excellent park that is attractive to young and old (with its many features that includes a playground and outdoor 
gym) but also a clear demonstration of what can be achieved by volunteers and community groups with 
determination and vision. At the time of adjudication, a marquee had also been set up. We also loved the Belfast 
sink water feature and the old Stable Building looked very well. Well done on completing your projects for 2013 
which included painting Dorans Shop, providing access signage in the park and timber signage throughout the 
village. The significant additional works to Le Cheile Park were also admired – namely installing a labyrinth pausing 
stone (recycled from the old cottage), providing a story telling chair and the provision of a mill stone at the centre of 
the labyrinth. We particularly liked the new picnic tables and timber benches (made from windfall trees) while the 
work to the natural stone walls was also observed. We acknowledge the ongoing work on the section of land owned 
by Coillte.
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village. The significant additional works to Le Cheile Park were also admired – namely installing a labyrinth pausing 
stone (recycled from the old cottage), providing a story telling chair and the provision of a mill stone at the centre of 
the labyrinth. We particularly liked the new picnic tables and timber benches (made from windfall trees) while the 
work to the natural stone walls was also observed. We acknowledge the ongoing work on the section of land owned 
by Coillte.

We enjoyed viewing the attractive landscaping displays on view in Askamore on adjudication day. We note from 
your application form that considerable work was undertaken in Le Cheile Park with Bog planting (and recycled 
stone pathway edging) provided as well as labyrinth planting. Both of these projects looked well during adjudication 
and we look forward to seeing them mature in the years ahead. Attractive landscaping beds were also observed at 
the entrance to the park. The committee is heartily commended on its maintenance and planting work at the priests 
house (in conjunction with the Parish Council) as this landscaping helps to improve the appearance of the grounds 
and the house. Well done on undertaking a number of relatively simple but attractive landscaping schemes that 
were observed throughout the village. The colourful landscaping at the old water pump (close to Dorans Shop) 
helped to enhance the appearance of this nice feature and we also liked the landscaping at the grotto- which had 
clearly been painted and looked very smart with the simple planters inside the grotto itself and the large and well 
maintained natural stone planters adjacent to it. An impressive planting bed could also be seen around the 
perimeter of the car park of the School.

Your entry form indicates that three projects are presented for adjudication under this category, the maintenance of 
birdfeeders around the village, at the graveyard and at the National School. We note that locals and visitors are 
encouraged to look for wildlife on the looped walks, while shrubs have been planted at Eddies Corner and at Mill 
Bank to attract insects and birds. The committee is commended on undertaking these laudable projects and we 
were pleased to read that your multi annual plan includes proposals to invite guest speakers to talk about 
biodiversity in Askamore and to provide interpretive signage on your looped walks. We were pleased to read that it 
is proposed to put install owl boxes in the village in the next year and we encourage you to monitor (and record the 
findings) of their usage after their installation. We were surprised to find no reference to a wildlife survey (as 
suggested by the adjudicator in 2013) in your multi annual plan as this is an ideal opportunity for a joint project 
between your committee and the school. Not only would the survey provide baseline information of the level of 
biodiversity in Askamore but it could also supply you with the details you need to prepare the interpretive panels for 
your looped and other walks. It is recommended that the committee gives further consideration to getting a wildlife 
survey done.

Your committee has certainly been active under this category with clean up events taking place with the aid of local 
volunteers and the school and youth club. The results of this tidy up could clearly been seen as the standard of 
tidiness and litter control was high on adjudication day. We were surprised to see that no details have been included 
on litter patrols and we wondered up if they took place on a daily, weekly or fortnightly basis? It is noted that 
considerable attention has been focused on maintaining roadside verges and that field gates have been painted to 
provide for a consistent look throughout Askamore. These efforts could be seen during adjudication as the verge 
were generally in good condition and the field gates (such as the painted farm gate adjacent to the grotto) looked 
well. The bring bank was spick and span and it is clearly subject to regular maintenance and no litter could be 
found. Some improvements should be considered for 2015. The height restricting barriers leading into the school 
and the childcare centre may need to be painted, while the rather untidy field gate adjacent to the school seems to 
have escaped the attention of your committee. The front boundary wall of the school may also benefit from a coat of 
fresh paint in time for the 2015 competition and a large heap of gravel beneath the two trees adjacent to the grotto 
gave the car park a slightly untidy appearance.

Your committee should be aware that the marks under this category have increased significantly in 2014 (from 20 
marks to 50 marks) and therefore, it should be approached as a viable way of improving your performance in the 
competition. We are pleased to see that your committee have helped to raise awareness of the need to manage 
waste and natural resources sustainably at a local level by organizing mid winter talks on composting and 
sustainable waste management. Why not follow up this up with a survey of local residents (which could possibly be 
undertaken through the school by asking the pupils to get their parents to respond) to see what local people are 
doing to minimise waste and manage resources sustainably? The results of the survey could be used to pinpoint 
future actions under this category. The committee is highly commended on leading by example in Askamore by 
extensively using recycled materials in Le Cheile Park and for utilsing local produced manure for fertilizer. Other 
options that you could consider include; making your own compost, growing your own plants and harvesting your 
own wild flower and other seeds and harvesting rainwater.

The standard of the individual properties in the village was good and their owners are to be commended on their 
efforts in achieving a good standard of presentation. The small residential area close to the school (for which no 
name could be found and which was not included on your map) also looked quite well.
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The approach roads to the Askamore were generally good as the verges had been carefully maintained and looked 
neat and tidy. The timber signage was also observed and admired during adjudication. However, the standard of the 
surfacing of the roads in a number of locations throughout the village – particularly between the graveyard and the 
Community Hall is quite poor and this gives the village a somewhat untidy appearance - despite the good condition 
of the verges. The surfacing of the grave yard car park is also a little rough in places. Perhaps these matters could 
be raised with your local engineer and their response included in next years entry form?
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