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Welcome Askamore Community Council to the Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition 2013. Your entry is very 
much appreciated. Your entry form with its colour images was e-mailed to the Tidy Towns Unit which is quite 
acceptable. However, the map was not useful as it had only 1 project on it – the new park. Other 
projects/activities/buildings mentioned in your entry form are not on the map. The inside front cover of the entry 
form has detailed notes on how to complete the entry form. All work done for this year’s competition must be 
given a number and the number should be marked on the map. Otherwise the adjudicator may miss work that 
you want adjudicated and you risk not being awarded marks for it. The map page in the entry form also asks that 
“street and place names and prominent landmarks” be marked. It goes on to say “The location of your new work 
for this year’s competition should also be marked”. This adjudicator, and last year’s, found it hard to find 
Askamore due to disappearing road signs. It is also important to designate on the map or in the text of your entry 
form the boundaries of your tidy towns area. If you do not designate it then the Tidy Towns Handbook says that 
the “limits are generally those within the ‘Welcome to the town signs’ or in this absence, within the 50k speed 
limit signs”. If you do not designate the boundaries to your tidy towns area then one of the two above will apply.

Your chosen population category is Village B 201 to 1,000. A committee of 10-12 is good for that population 
showing that your status in the community is high. The frequency of your meetings is flexible to meet the 
seasonal increase in workload. You have a wide range of support agencies and your communication channels 
are effective. The www.askamore.com web site is informative although its Tidy Towns section does not include 
your marks for 2011 and 2012. Noted that you have regular meetings with schools. Your comments about benefit 
to the community of the Tidy Towns are well made. 

Previous adjudicators have urged you to prepare a 3 year plan and this adjudicator echoes that. It will help to set 
objectives and to prioritise those objectives. It may also earn marks. The Askamore web site has a 5 year plan 
for Askamore Muintir na Tire Community Council Ltd which this adjudicator read. That plan has elements that 
could be incorporated into a Tidy Towns plan e.g. walks, litter, heritage, etc.
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Please mark the location of the old mill on the map so that next year’s adjudicator can find it easily. Also, the 
Coillte land on which the outline of the old church is being laid. As it is work in progress this adjudicator did not 
try to find it as it will be adjudicated when it is finished. Your entry form gave no indication where it is in relation to 
the village. The murals on the disused shop are excellent and greatly enhance this building which is in a key 
location in the village. Well done to the Foroige group! The le Cheile Park is an attractive concept which will 
appeal to all sectors of the community. It was raining heavily on adjudication day, the only rain to fall during an 
exceptionally good spell of weather. The workers were sheltering in a tall white building which was newly painted 
and had a large trellis beside the steps to the upper floor. Security fencing was in place but it was possible to see 
the early stages of the playground, outdoor gym, etc. 
The Askamore web site has an invitation on it inviting the community to its official opening on Friday, 26th July. 
We trust it was a successful event. As it was not finished in time for this year’s adjudication it will be dealt with in 
next year’s adjudication. This project has a large area of landscaping and so would be relevant to the 
Landscaping Category. The church is well presented and the adjoining graveyard is neat and tidy. Colour is 
added by hanging baskets, flower containers and shrubs. Bollards and chains newly painted. The cemetery 
opposite was clean and tidy. Car park has gravel surface – clean. Grotto at one end dated 1858-2008. It is 
eye-catching. Attractive dry stone walls enclose a blue alcove with a white statue. Railings are a sparkling white. 
It is impeccably presented and looks as if it was completed this year. Well done to all involved. One doesn’t 
expect to find anything with a wow factor in a cemetery car park but there is at the other end of this car park. An 
area has been enhanced through the addition of a well painted village pump with a bucket hanging from its spout 
and a stone trough. Beside it is a wrought iron seat nicely painted and a raised flower bed adding colour. These 
are set against a dry stone wall softened with ivy. There are clean bollards and chains to the front. 
This cemetery, disused shop, church, etc. are at a junction which is the focal point of the village so it is 
appropriate that other useful items are located here. They include a well-designed display case for a map of a 
looped walk which starts at this point. The display also has informative detail. A sign says “Walkers welcome to 
use toilets at rear of church”. Another tells us to “Please take litter home”. Another display case has illustrations 
of birds and a map of the area. The 1798 monument makes its own statement in a nice location. St Teresa’s 
National School, Ballyellis, looks well. A single storey building with a well maintained grassed area and a flower 
bed beside the entrance. It is in the Green Flag Programme. The Community Centre, Activity Centre and 
Childcare Centre are well presented. The Childcare Centre has 2 poles with twin hanging baskets on each.
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try to find it as it will be adjudicated when it is finished. Your entry form gave no indication where it is in relation to 
the village. The murals on the disused shop are excellent and greatly enhance this building which is in a key 
location in the village. Well done to the Foroige group! The le Cheile Park is an attractive concept which will 
appeal to all sectors of the community. It was raining heavily on adjudication day, the only rain to fall during an 
exceptionally good spell of weather. The workers were sheltering in a tall white building which was newly painted 
and had a large trellis beside the steps to the upper floor. Security fencing was in place but it was possible to see 
the early stages of the playground, outdoor gym, etc. 
The Askamore web site has an invitation on it inviting the community to its official opening on Friday, 26th July. 
We trust it was a successful event. As it was not finished in time for this year’s adjudication it will be dealt with in 
next year’s adjudication. This project has a large area of landscaping and so would be relevant to the 
Landscaping Category. The church is well presented and the adjoining graveyard is neat and tidy. Colour is 
added by hanging baskets, flower containers and shrubs. Bollards and chains newly painted. The cemetery 
opposite was clean and tidy. Car park has gravel surface – clean. Grotto at one end dated 1858-2008. It is 
eye-catching. Attractive dry stone walls enclose a blue alcove with a white statue. Railings are a sparkling white. 
It is impeccably presented and looks as if it was completed this year. Well done to all involved. One doesn’t 
expect to find anything with a wow factor in a cemetery car park but there is at the other end of this car park. An 
area has been enhanced through the addition of a well painted village pump with a bucket hanging from its spout 
and a stone trough. Beside it is a wrought iron seat nicely painted and a raised flower bed adding colour. These 
are set against a dry stone wall softened with ivy. There are clean bollards and chains to the front. 
This cemetery, disused shop, church, etc. are at a junction which is the focal point of the village so it is 
appropriate that other useful items are located here. They include a well-designed display case for a map of a 
looped walk which starts at this point. The display also has informative detail. A sign says “Walkers welcome to 
use toilets at rear of church”. Another tells us to “Please take litter home”. Another display case has illustrations 
of birds and a map of the area. The 1798 monument makes its own statement in a nice location. St Teresa’s 
National School, Ballyellis, looks well. A single storey building with a well maintained grassed area and a flower 
bed beside the entrance. It is in the Green Flag Programme. The Community Centre, Activity Centre and 
Childcare Centre are well presented. The Childcare Centre has 2 poles with twin hanging baskets on each.

As mentioned in the previous category a large part of the Le Cheile Park is landscaping e.g. the labyrinth. As it 
was not completed for adjudication this year it will be done next year. At the end of the car park at the 
Community Centre there is very attractive landscaping along the wall. It really stands out. On an approach road 
to the village there is a stretch which has grass verges being maintained. A stream along the right-hand side of 
the road. There is a bridge and on a litter waterfall there is a sign Easca Mhor. Sections of wooden logs are used 
to protect the verge from cars parking on it. Presumably Askamore Community Council has this stretch under 
maintenance. It is well maintained and sets a standard for other verges in the village. There is an attractive dry 
stone wall which has raised stone flower beds at its base. Hedging behind the wall and vegetation growing on 
the wall. Planting, hanging baskets, tubs, etc. elsewhere in the village were noted.

Askamore has lush countryside, forests, streams, all providing habitats for a wide variety of species of wildlife. 
The looped walks exploit the natural amenities of the countryside. The display case at the cemetery with its 
illustrations of birdlife is informative. There are 50 marks in this category. Askamore can, and should, have a 
higher score in this category. Pupils in a National School in the village near the coast carried out a bio-diversity 
study in partnership with their Tidy Towns groups. It was done as part of their Green Flag Programme. All of the 
classes were given specific tasks. The results were impressive. A copy was included with their Tidy Towns entry 
form this year. Perhaps you would explore a suitable joint project with your National School.

The recycling containers in the Community Centre car park were clean and tidy. The absence of pubs, bookies, 
fast food outlets and schools may at times seem like a hardship to some village residents but it results in a huge 
reduction in litter. Your anti-litter strategy is effective and it is commendable that school pupils and Foroige join 
other volunteers to keep Askamore tidy. Litter – sweet wrappers, crisp bags, drinks containers were spotted in 
the long grass beside the path of the looped walk. It was not locally germinated but was brought into the village. 
There was no other litter evident in Askamore on adjudication day. Well done to all involved.

Askamore is difficult to find because of a lack of signposts. This is acknowledged in your entry form. Perhaps the 
solution is wooden or plastic directional signs. They would be unlikely to be stolen. Some of the activity you have 
included in this category belongs in others. In short, Askamore did not suffer from any tidiness issues on 
adjudication day. There was no graffiti or fly-posting. No weed growth evident. No unsightly or inappropriate 
signage. It is doubtful if Askamore ever had a traffic jam, traffic flows so freely.

Some tidy towns groups find this category challenging. It is about priorities. There is an illustration in the entry 
form which shows the priorities in the form of an inverted pyramid – the waste pyramid. The talks given by your 
local authority are commendable. So, too, is composting. However, the first criterion in this category listed in the 
entry form is “Promotion of best practice in waste and resource management”. The Tidy Towns Handbook gives 
advice and tips. The higher up the waste pyramid that your projects are the more marks you will earn. There are 
useful web sites – www.stopfoodwaste.ie and www.greenhomes.ie.
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adjudication day. There was no graffiti or fly-posting. No weed growth evident. No unsightly or inappropriate 
signage. It is doubtful if Askamore ever had a traffic jam, traffic flows so freely.

Askamore has not been blighted by unfinished housing estates. It has no housing estates. The 5 year plan 
commissioned by Askamore Muintir na Tire tells us that there are 282 households in Askamore. There are 
residences of all types – in age and architectural styles. All combine to give Askamore its character. There are 
many well-presented residences with well planted gardens. Maintenance of boundary walls, gates, etc. is good. 
Well maintained stone walls are a feature of the village. Often vegetation is used to soften their look. No issues 
were evident on adjudication day.

The absence of directional signposts and a map identifying roads by number or origin makes it difficult for this 
adjudicator to describe approach roads and the first impression of the village. This adjudicator’s first approach 
was on the road that enters the village at the Community Centre complex. There is a “Welcome” stone here but 
one is already in the village. Nevertheless, it gives a good first impression of Askamore. The approach on the 
road with the Easca Mhor waterfall also had a “Welcome” stone and gave a good first impression. Ditto for the 
third approach. Verges are well maintained and stone walls are also well maintained. Surfaces are good. No 
issues arise on adjudication day.

Please do not be so hard on yourselves, Askamore Community Council. You have a lovely village which has a 
lot of heritage and character. You have enhanced it further this year. The Le Cheile Park is a triumph. Externally 
the Community Centre Complex looks well. Tidy Towns is not concerned with how it looks internally. Look to 
categories where you have strengths and should be earning marks. Future projects do not have to be on the 
same scale as Le Cheile Park to earn marks. We look forward to receiving Askamore Community Council’s entry 
in the 2014 Supervalu Tidy Towns Competition.

Residential Areas:

Roads, Streets and Back Areas:

General Impression:


