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Disclaimer:  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 

Askamore Community Council secured a grant under the National Rural Development 

Programme (NRDP) 2007-2013, from Wexford Local Development (WLD) for the 

compilation of a five year feasibility study into the strategic development of community facilities in the locality. This process was initiated in 

November 2011 and was completed and launched in May 2012. 

The public consultation process involved a household survey that was distributed to 282 households and there was a 71% response rate with 199 

surveys returned. This was followed by a series of working group meetings that focused on some of the key issues that had emerged from the survey. 

The key areas of interest included: 

 The leasing of a field from the parish and the creation of a community park 

 Amalgamation of the Community Centre & new Activity Centre   

 Creation of a Heritage Centre within the Old School in the Community Centre 

 A new walking trail and additional facilities along the three trails currently in place 

 Establishment of a local shop 

 Delivery of a range of additional training programmes 

 Promotion of Askamore 

On-going discussions have been held with development agencies regarding the instigation of these initiatives and possibilities for further grant aid. 

Consultation has also taken place with Wexford County Council who kindly drew up provisional drawings for the community park. 

A public consultation exercise was held in early May 2012 to invite feedback on these proposals and the suggestions have been incorporated into 

this report which was launched in May 2012. 

It is hoped that this plan will assist Askamore Community Council in the strategic development of services and supports for the local community over 

the next five years. A lot of hard work has gone into the preparation of this report and its success will be judged by the actions that follow. Its 

implementation and the on-going management of the wide range of initiatives that are proposed will require the backing of a large number of 

people in the parish. This could be through voluntary effort and by supporting the activities which are developed. We look forward to working 

together to achieve these goals. 

 
 



Askamore Muintir na Tíre Community Council Ltd. 

 

 

Page 3 

 

CHAPTER 1 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 

  
 

  

 



Askamore Muintir na Tíre Community Council Ltd. 

 

 

Page 4 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 The Community Plan –  An Overview 

The timing of the preparation of this feasibility study coincides with major socio-economic changes at a national level which are impacting significantly 

on all households across the country.  Askmore Community Council decided to undertake this 5 year plan so that a cohesive and strategic approach 

could be embraced for the development of community facilities over the long term.  
 

During the consultation process community groups and all households in Askamore were invited to give their views on how the community should be 

developed. This plan is based on their feedback whilst also building on the commitments and achievements to date by the voluntary efforts of the 

community. 

1.2 Background 

Aim:  To assess the feasibility of developing a range of community facilities in Askamore to serve the needs of local people. 

Objectives:  

1. To explore existing community group structures  

2. To analyse the physical and human resources within Askamore and their potential for development  

3. To review existing public communication techniques and draw up a promotional strategy for the community   

1.3 Study Remit  

The remit of this feasibility study is to:  

 Assess the community group’s current assets and their potential for development. 

 Review appropriate benchmark models and their applicability to Askamore. 

 Identify a number of activities that could be developed by the community. Possible examples include the 2 acre plot of land; a community 

shop; services to be delivered within the community centre including IT training and activities for the elderly; supports for the unemployed; 

renovation of heritage sites and integration into a heritage trail across North Wexford. Other activities could also be identified during the 

consultation process, and these will be incorporated into this feasibility study, if relevant. 

  Analyse the market potential of these community activities. 

 Advise on the potential viability of a range of community initiatives and their eligibility for grant aid. 

 Draw up recommendations and conclusions on the potential feasibility of these community developments. 
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1.4 Methodology 

This report has been directed by Mary Donohoe and Paddy Byrne, Askamore Muintir 

na Tíre Community Council. The consultation process involved public meetings, survey 

and workshops. There was also a public consultation exercise to present the draft 

findings and invite feedback prior to finalising the report. 

National and regional publications were analysed during the compilation of this 

feasibility study and incorporated into this study where relevant. 

 

1.5 Structure of the Feasibili ty Study 

This report is structured as follows: 

 Chapter 2 sets out the community consultation process;  

 Chapter 3 details the parish profile and examples of existing 
developments to date; 

 Chapter 4 outlines the vision of the community;  

 Chapter 5 illustrates the research findings; 

 Chapter 6 details the 5 year action plan; 

 Chapter 7 presents the proposed implementation process;  

 Chapter 8 draws up the conclusion. 
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CHAPTER 2 
 

COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PROCESS  

 

  

 

2012 

onwards 
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CHAPTER 2  COMMUNITY CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 

2.1  Public Meeting 
The proposed five year feasibility study was launched at a public meeting on the 25th November 2011.  At this meeting the rationale for conducting 

this study was outlined and the proposed survey to all households announced. 

The public meeting also detailed: 

 Grants available under the National Rural Development Programme  

 New community alert texting service  

 Launch of the Askamore website  

2.2 Survey 
A cover letter and survey was drawn up in consultation with Askamore Community Council members and then circulated for wider consultation prior to 

finalising. The following input into the survey was sought: 

 Wexford County Council – Community & Enterprise Unit 

 Wexford Local Development – National Rural Development Programme 

 5 individuals piloted the survey  

Arising from this feedback the letter and survey were revised and prepared for circulation. 

The Askamore Community Council was responsible for co-ordinating the distribution and 

collection of surveys that took place in January 2012. 

The geographical area that was surveyed included the townslands of: 

1) Ballynancoran, Donishall, Ballytarsna, Askabeg, Bolinrush  

(2) Askamore, Kiltilihane, Munny 

(3) Ballyconran, Brideswell – Little & Big, Castlewhite, Knocknamota 

(4) Burrow, Drummond, Motabower, Knockshaunfin, Park, Ballyellis 
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A total of 282 surveys were numbered and circulated in the parish (Appendix 2: Letter and Appendix 3: Survey).  A total of 199 were returned in 

sealed envelopes to ensure confidentiality. The household response rate was relatively evenly distributed across the townslands identified earlier. 

 

 

 

2.3 Working Groups / Community Council Consultation  
The survey findings were analysed by Yvonne Byrne and the draft findings were presented to several members of the Community Council. The format 

for the working group meetings was agreed and these were divided into the key areas of interest in the survey as follows: 

 Community Shop / Community Facilities 

 Heritage / Promotion of Askamore 

 Community Park / Walking Trails 

The three working groups were held in February 2012 and the results are detailed in chapter 5. Arising from these meetings and the survey results a 

detailed provisional action plan was developed. This was presented to Askamore Community Council for consideration in March 2012. Further 

meetings were also held with interest groups in Askamore to discuss the implementation of the plan. 

2.4 Consultation with Public Agencies  
The findings from this research were discussed with Wexford Local Development and Wexford County Council. They offered advice on the possible 

development of these initiatives, potential funding sources and provided technical expertise where relevant. Wexford County Council also kindly 

drew up plans for the community park for consideration by the community of Askamore. 

2.5 Community Consultation  
The survey findings, community park drawings and proposed action plan were displayed prior to the completion of the 5 year feasibility study as 

part of the public consultation process. 

2.6 Final Report  
The final report was launched on the 11th May 2012 and a summary report was circulated. A full copy of the report and the summary is available on 

the website www.askamore.com. 

A total of 199 surveys returned giving a 
response rate of 71% 

http://www.askamore.com/
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CHAPTER 3 
 

PROFILE OF THE PARISH 
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CHAPTER 3. PROFILE OF THE PARISH 
 

3.1 Location   

Askamore comprises of seventeen townlands within the parish of Kilrush. There are 282 households 

in the locality that were surveyed as part of this study. The area is dominated by fertile 

agricultural land, characterised by tillage crops and grass lands.  

 

Askamore, the big moor or marsh, and its companion Askabeg, the little moor or marsh, lie under 

the western slopes of Sliabh Bhuí, a peak of some 420m (1369 ft) in the central area of north 

Wexford (www.askamore.com, 2012). It is located approximately 15 km from Gorey or 5 km from Carnew close to the Wicklow and Carlow county 

boundaries. The area is served by a network of small roads intersecting the area between the main Carnew-Gorey road running west to east, and 

the Carnew-Ferns road running east-south-east under Sliabh Bhuí and Ballybeg. 

 

North Wexford has a rich heritage, dominated by the village of Ferns, 11km from Askamore which is known as the ancient capital of Leinster and 

Gateway to Norman Wexford. The history of modern Ireland can be traced to Ferns when Diarmuid MacMurrough, King of Leinster invited the 

Normans in 1169 to help him fight his battles.  

 

Other important heritage sites in the locality include the historic town of Enniscorthy, including Enniscorthy Castle, the National 1798 Visitor Centre, 

Enniscorthy Cathedral and Vinegar Hill. There are also other heritage interests in the locality including a unique early 17th Century watermill in 

Craanford which has been restored to full working order and is open to visitors, with guided tours.  

 

There are also other villages of interest including Bunclody and Carnew. Historic gardens including Tombrick Gardens; Newtownbarry House; Lucy’s 

Wood Garden and Ballymore Historic Features in Camolin including an award winning Family 

Museum, Picture Gallery, Farm Display, 1798 Exhibition Period Residence Farmyard, Church and 

Graveyard, Castle Site and Holy Well. 

 

Around Askamore there are also a number of heritage sites including St Bridget’s holy well, a famine 

graveyard, old blue school, 1798 monuments and a number of historic buildings that were the sites 

of 6 old schools in the past. There are also a series of publications on Askamore documenting local 

history, folklore and memories of ’98. 
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Key:  ‘A’ marks Askamore, Co. Wexford     

Source: http://maps.google.com, 2012 

Figure 1 Map of Askamore illustrating its location within the South East of Ireland 

 

http://maps.google.com/


Askamore Muintir na Tíre Community Council Ltd. 

 

 

Page 12 

Key:  ‘A’ marks Askamore, Co. Wexford     

Source: http://maps.google.com, 2012 

Figure 2 Map of Askamore, North County Wexford 

 

 

http://maps.google.com/
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Figure 4 Age Profile of Respondents in Askamore Survey 

 

 
Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

Figure 3 Population by age in 2006 

 

Source: CSO, 2006 

 

3.2 Demographic Profile   

 

Within the South East region, County Wexford has grown to 

145,273 persons and had the highest growth rate in the region of 

10.3% in the Census period to 2011. This is an increase of 13,524 

on 2006 figures. Further information on the 2011 census is available 

on www.cso.ie. 

 

The overall population of Kilrush, where Askamore is situated, 

illustrated that in the 2006 census there was 430 individuals and this 

increased to 449 individuals in 2011 giving a 4.4% increase, which 

is below the county average.  

 

Within Askamore there are approximately 282 households and 199 

surveys were returned as part of the consultation process for this 

feasibility study. The survey results revealed the following 

demographic features for the community of Askamore. 

 

These 2012 survey results reflect the 2006 census trends where 

there is the largest number of people in the age bracket 25 to 44 

and least in the over 65 age category. 

 

The 2012 Askamore survey illustrates that there are at least 23 

households with people over 65 living in them. This was a population 

cohort that many respondents suggested might benefit from 

community supports and services if they are rurally isolated and 

living alone. 
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Figure 5 Number of households with people under 18 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

Figure 6  Respondents priority target groups 

 
Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 
Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

The survey findings also considered the number of households with 

young people living in them and the results are illustrated in figure 5. 

 

These survey results identify that there are at least 83 households in 

Askamore with people under 18 living in them, demonstrating the 

importance of providing facilities for people with families. This is 

illustrated in figure 6 where respondents identified children and 

youth as the priority target group. 

 

The survey results also identified that the elderly, who are isolated 

are an important target group that needs to be supported by the 

community as demonstrated in figure 7. 

Figure 7  Other priority target  groups identified by 

respondents 
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Table 1 Population by socio-economic status, 2006, parish of Kilrush 

Description 2006 CSO Data 

At work 176 

Looking for first regular job 2 

Unemployed 14 

Student 33 

Looking after home / family 60 

Retired 40 

Unable to work due to sickness / disability 8 

Other 1 

Total aged 15 and over 334 

Source: CSO, 2006 

 

3.3 Socio-economic Status 

Census data from 2006 for the parish of Kilrush identified the 

following socio-economic characteristics of the area. This table 

identifies that 53% of the population over 15 are at work and only 

4% are unemployed.  

It also illustrates that 12% are retired and a further 18% are 

looking after the home / family.  

The 2006, census collated data on the type of employment that 

people are involved in and the sectors: professional services; 

commerce & trade; and construction were particularly significant. 

 

 

 

 

Table 2  The number of people at work in the parish of Kilrush by employment status in 2006 

Kilrush 

Male & 

Female 

Ag, 

Forestry & 

Fishing 

Building & 

Construction 

Manufacturing Commerce & 

Trade 

Transport & 

Communication 

Administration Professional 

Services 

Other Total  

Number 4 21 11 23 5 3 27 24 118 

Source: CSO, 2006 
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Figure 8 Occupation of respondents  

 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

Figure 9 Potential volunteers in the community  

 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

The Askamore survey in 2012 asked respondents about their 

occupation and this illustrated the importance of the farming sector 

to the community. It also illustrated that unemployment was still not a 

significant factor in Askamore with only 3% of respondents stating 

that they were out of work. However, there was a large number of 

missing responses to this question so it is difficult to quantify if the 

unemployment rate in the area is significantly higher than this. 

The survey findings in 2012 also revealed the significant number of 

households with people predominately in the home either because 

they have retired or because they are looking after families.  

These results would suggest the importance of providing services 

and facilities to support these target groups. 

The survey findings also considered to what extent individuals would 

be interested in volunteering in the parish to assist in the delivery of 

activities for the benefit of the community.  

The range of volunteering offers in the survey was extremely varied 

based on peoples level of expertise and background. All have a 

very valuable role in the future development of Askamore and in 

the realising of this plan. Many people also gave their contact 

details enabling the Community Council members to follow up on 

these offers of support. 
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Figure 10 Current regular use of facilities in Askamore  

 
Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

IT Training Centre Community Centre Childcare Centre 

3.4 Facilities / Infrastructure  

There is a large community complex in the heart of 

Askamore comprising of a range of community 

facilities currently managed by different community 

organisations.  

 

This community complex offers the following facilities: 

 IT training room 

 Public meeting rooms 

 Sporting facilities (squash and badminton 

courts) 

 Kitchen offering catering services 

 Licensed bar 

 Social events i.e. cards, quiz nights etc. 

 Public parking 

 

At this site there is also a childcare centre with a 

childrens playground. There are also other 

community facilities in the area including a primary school; Catholic Church and graveyard. However, there is no shop in the locality and people 

typically travel to either Carnew or Gorey for provisions. The community facilities are well used as illustrated  in figure 10. with the community centre 

having the highest frequency of use on a monthly basis. 
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Askamore Looped Walks 

Askamore Walking Trail 

 

Askamore has a series of three looped trails which are promoted on the Irish Trails Website 

and on the Askamore community website. There is signage and car parking facilities currently 

available and the nearest toilets are available at the Church.  

 

Askamore Loop  Length: 6.00 km(s) Grade: Moderate Time: 1hr 30min 

Ballybeg loop  Length: 9.00 km(s) Grade: Moderate Time: 2hr 30min 

Slieveboy Loop  Length: 12.00 km(s) Grade: Moderate Time: 3hr 30min 

 

 

There is also a 2 acre field owned by the parish, close to the church, which is currently unused 

and there are opportunities to develop this into a community park which will be discussed in 

more detail in chapter five. 

 

3.5 Summary 

The rural nature of the area and the relatively small population base is important to consider 

when planning services and activities as this affects the potential viability of services. It is also 

vitally important to consider what facilities are in existence in neighboring parishes to ensure 

that complementary activities are developed which do not directly compete. 

 

  



Askamore Muintir na Tíre Community Council Ltd. 

 

 

Page 19 

CHAPTER 4    

VISION 
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Figure 11   Summary of attitudes on the community of Askamore  

 

The vision for Askamore is to diversify and extend the range of community amenities in the parish and to 

foster closer links with neighboring communities across north Wexford. 

To establish a heritage centre; community park; local shop; walking facilities and new looped walk. 

CHAPTER 4   VISION 

 

Over the last ten years community groups in Askamore 

have worked tirelessly to develop and manage 

facilities for their local people. Following on from these 

successes, Askamore Community Council identified an 

opportunity to articulate the views of local residents 

and their aspirations, in a five year plan so that 

community facilities could be strategically developed 

over the long term. 

As part of the household survey, residents were asked 

what they liked most about Askamore and figure 11 

illustrates people’s opinions on their community.  

The overwhelming response was a very positive attitude 

towards living in Askamore and it revealed the 

importance individuals placed on community spirit and 

how they valued ‘good neighbours’. 

The survey also illustrated the significance people 

placed on their physical environment and how much 

people appreciated the rural landscape with the 

backdrop of Sliabh Bhuí. 
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CHAPTER 5 

KEY ISSUES 
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Figure 12 Askamore household survey (page 1) 

 
Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

Figure 13 What people like about Askamore

 

CHAPTER 5   KEY ISSUES 

5.1 Survey Findings 

After an initial meeting with members of Askamore Community Council a 

number of key issues and opportunities were identified that would form the 

basis of further research within the parish. This includes the establishment of a 

community park; exploring the viability of a local shop; the further 

development of facilities and activities in the community hall / activity centre; 

expansion and progression of the walking trails; development and promotion 

of heritage features in the locality and promotion of Askamore. The survey, 

working groups and Community Council focused on these issues and the 

findings are detailed in this chapter.  

During the consultation process the need to carefully phase the projects over a 

number of years was raised so that individual initiatives could be developed 

successfully prior to initiating the next idea. On-going discussions were also 

held with WLD and WCC regarding the viability of these projects so that 

issues could be discussed and possible funding options explored. 
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Figure 14  Level of interest in a community park 

  
Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

 

5.2 Community Park / Play Areas  

A field owned by the parish, located behind the church and within close 

proximity to the car park and community centre, is being considered for 

development as a community park. Arising from the survey findings and the 

positive response by local people, the Community Council has recently signed 

a 5 year lease for the development of this field. 

The survey results revealed that 64% of respondents were interested in 

developing a community park in Askamore. The most popular activities 

included a walking track around the perimeter; a picnic / recreation area and 

sporting facilities. There were also a number of suggestions regarding a play-

ground for children, providing toilet facilities and a café or take away outlet 

for teas / coffees.  

Following on from the survey findings the next critical consideration was to 

examine the design and layout of this park, taking on board the wide range 

of suggestions that emerged from the survey.  

WCC kindly agreed to draw up provisional plans for the community park 

based on findings from the working group / survey results and these were 

placed on display in the community centre as part of the public consultation 

process. 

Perimeter Footpath 

There was significant interest in a footpath around the perimeter of the park. 

Different path surfaces were discussed and it was felt that a hard core, well 

compacted path would complement the rural location. It was agreed that the 

surface would need to be suitable for wheel chairs / buggies etc. The access 

into the park from the road was also discussed and it was agreed that this 

surface would also need to be wheel chair / buggy accessible. The path 

would need to be well lit and further research into the type of lighting 

required would need to be undertaken. It was agreed to look at recent 

lighting installed in other communities in the county. There was also interest in 
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Figure 15 Features in a community park 

 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

Willow tunnel 

 

Playground Out-door Gym 

 

considering different types of lighting systems including low energy bulbs and 

solar / wind power lighting that had been used by other communities in the 

county. It was noted that some old trees would probably need to be felled for 

the perimeter footpath to be put in place. 

Adventure / Play Equipment / Living Willow Play Area 

The level of interest in play equipment for children was significant. It was 

thought that play equipment / adventure activities could be located in the 

community park for a range of age groups. This could be spaced at intervals 

along the perimeter path. Sporting activities would not be encouraged in the 

park because of the diverse range of users in the park. The possibility of 

installing an outdoor gym, which would be well lit and accessible to all 

sporting organisations was discussed. Reference was made to the recently 

installed out-door gym in Gorey. It was recommended that an outdoor gym 

could be located in the community park and individual pieces of gym 

equipment could also be placed along the perimeter footpath if appropriate. 
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Figure 16 Map of proposed community field 

 

 

 

An example of a community garden 

 

Meditative Space / Labyrinth   

A small quieter area of the park would be developed as a meditative garden. It 

was also hoped to develop a labyrinth within the park as a unique feature within the 

county. The type of planting scheme could be selected to link in with a community 

event like ‘snowdrop week’ in Altamont which attracts a large number of people to 

the gardens.  

Vegetable / Fruit / Bog Garden 

This would be developed as a training project and could be facilitated by landscape 

architects in the parish. To develop this project a gardening club would be formed to 

manage and direct this project. A bog garden would also be planted in the park to 

reflect the native plants in the locality and the identity of Askamore (An Easca Mhór) 

meaning ‘big bog’. The opportunity to create an inter-active water feature around a 

pump is also being explored. 

Renovation of Old Stable 

This could be opened up to the public incorporating displays on the natural heritage 

of the area. The literature for the interpretation panels would be collected as part of 

the bespoke training programme which could be used for inter-active educational 

events. Facilities for walkers in the stable could also be considered. 
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Summary 
As the lease agreement has been signed it will take approximately one year to complete the development of the park. It is hoped that it 

will be opened in Spring 2013, subject to grant-aid being secured. 

The on-going maintenance of the community park needs to be considered from the outset and the park designed accordingly. To support 

community members involved in the establishment of this park, a bespoke training programme will be organised focusing on park design 

and management. 

 

 

Maintenance of Community Park 

The role of community employment schemes in association with the maintenance of the community park was considered and it was felt that this should 

be explored further. 

Playground: Community Centre Grounds 

Some initial discussions took place with the childcare providers 

regarding the opening up of their playground out of childcare 

hours. This caters for age groups 0 to 5 years old. For this to be 

developed further the following issues need further 

consideration: 

Insurance: initial contact has been made with WCC and whether 

this could be covered through their insurance scheme. This would 

need to be discussed further. 

Seating: A review of the playground and seating for parents 

was discussed and will be looked at further. 

Maintenance / locking up: Ensuring that the playground is well 

looked after out of childcare centre hours would need to be 

well thought out. Opportunities to open it up at certain times 

during the year are being explored. 

Tennis Court 

There is an old tennis court in Askamore that is currently not used. It was agreed that this should be looked at to explore the opportunities for 

developing this into a multi-purpose sport area at a later day.  
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Community Centre / New Activity Centre – Askamore 

Figure 17 Activities respondents like in the Community Centre 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

Participation is critical to ensure the viability of 

community activities 

5.3 Community Centre / Activity Centre 

There was an extremely positive response to the level of activities that 

are currently organised in Askamore and people felt there was a very 

good community spirit in the village. The majority of these activities are 

either held in the Community Centre or in the New Activity Centre which 

are located in the heart of Askamore. 

The Community Centre and New Activity Centre are currently managed 

by two different committee structures with members from both 

Committees represented on the Askamore Community Council.  

Over the last few months discussions have taken place regarding the 

closer integration of these two committees with the view to forming one 

community structure that is responsible for owning and managing the 

whole facility. This would enable expertise and resources to be shared 

more widely and would support the integrated approach to the co-

ordination and delivery of community services in Askamore. 

Over 50% of respondents are interested in more events in the 

community centre and figure 17 illustrates people’s preferred activities. 

When existing activities were reviewed it was identified that the trainer 

was critically important to maintaining people’s interest in a class. In the 

Activity Centre there is significant interest in dancing with two different 

types of dance classes currently being held. 

The working group considered the population catchment area for 

community services and it was felt that people attending events in 

Askamore were primarily from the parish. Other centres like Carnew 

and Crannford organise their own activities for their catchment 

population.  
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Figure 18 Respondents interest in a Heritage Trail 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

Recommended Approach: 

Significant revisions to the community buildings in Askamore have been proposed as a result of this study and these will be considered in turn. 

1. Management Structure 

Discussions and planning are currently taking place regarding the Trustees of the Community Centre and appropriate legal structures are being 

put in place to facilitate the ownership changing to come under the remit of Askamore Muintir na Tíre Community Council Ltd. This will ensure that 

the management of the entire community building and its activities are guided by and co-ordinated by the Community Council, with delegation 

to appropriate sub-committees. This would provide a more holistic approach to the on-going design and delivery of community services for the 

parish of Askamore. 

 

2. Creation of Heritage Centre, Toilets and Wash Room Facilities 

The findings illustrated the value people place on their local 

heritage. Arising from these discussions it was agreed that a 

folklore / oral history / local history group should be established. 

 

This would have two important functions, firstly, serving as a social 

club, particularly for the elderly and secondly providing a 

mechanism for recording and documenting heritage information 

about the parish.  The initial focus of this group would be to 

explore the history of the numerous schools in the half parish area 

with the aim of creating a heritage centre in the School House Bar 

where this information could be displayed. This heritage centre 

would also publicise the heritage trail across North Wexford and 

would provide detailed information about the heritage sites in the 

locality including information on historic houses. 

 

The development of this heritage centre would also incorporate 

toilets / washroom facilities that could be used by the public when 

they are visiting the parish and using the amenities such as the 

community park or the walking trails. 
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Figure 20 Activities respondents would like in the community centre 

 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

Figure 19 Calendar of events in Askamore:  

May 2012  

 

Source: www.askamore.com 

 

3. Training Programmes 

A wide range of activities are organised on an on-going basis as illustrated in figure 

19. An autumn training / activity schedule is also being drawn up into a brochure with 

the range of activities listed. This would be based on the feedback from the survey 

illustrated in figure 20.  Attracting the right trainer is critical to the success of the training 

/ activity programme. Some examples of future training programmes could include: 

 Basic, Intermediate & Advanced  IT 

 Website maintenance and desktop publishing 

 IT supports for farmers 

 Seminar on ‘grants / entitlements / agency supports’.  
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4. Information Service 

The dissemination of information to the public was discussed by the working groups and the creation of a ‘support services’ board with contact 

numbers was identified as important. It was suggested that a working group could be established to develop this further and Askamore 

Community Council has registered with the JobBridge national internship scheme and has somebody working on this. The aim is to collate 

information on the following areas: Helpline services such as child line; grants; and national support services. Once the list of services have been 

drawn up these could be advertised on the website, laminated and placed on information boards in the Church, Childcare Service, and 

Community / Activity Centre. This information could also be conveyed through an electronic newsletter and emailed to households in the parish. 

 

 

Bespoke Training Programme:  

A number of training needs were also identified during the Working Group and Community Council meetings and it was suggested that a 

training programme could be designed to assist the committee members / volunteers implement the actions identified in this plan. Dimensions of 

the training programme could include: 

 How to establish a community garden 

 Identification and promotion of the natural heritage 

 Identification and promotion of the built heritage 

 Setting up and managing a heritage centre 

 Creation of a heritage trail for North Wexford 

 Social media and local promotional brochures 

 Developing a recreational sports programme 

 Techniques for recording folklore & writing heritage publications 

 Celebrating a sense of place 

 Managing volunteers 

It is proposed that the training programme would be held in the Autumn of 2012 and that material collated as part of this course would be 

incorporated into publications, promotional literature and display panels in 2013 when the heritage centre, community park and new walking trail 

are opened to the public. 
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5. Sporting Events / Facilities 

The Community Centre has a long tradition of providing badminton and squash facilities to the parish which are well used and provides an 

important sporting outlet for the community. However, in recent years the numbers have declined and it was identified that a sporting 

programme of events should be put together to rejuvenate a greater interest in the facilities in the parish. 

 

6. Book Exchange 

There was considerable interest in a community book exchange programme. This was discussed and it was suggested that this could form part of 

the shop based on donations (at no charge).  Alternatively if this was not possible then shelving with books could be placed in the Activity Centre. 

 

7. Community Renewable Energy 

A working group reviewed the opportunities for community renewable energy projects within the parish. The option of fitting solar panels in the 

Church, Community / Activity Centre and Childcare Centre was considered and it was suggested that further research would be needed to 

consider the viability of this and to assess what funding might be available.  

 

8. Renovation of the Community Centre 

The value and importance of the Community Centre to the people of Askamore was readily acknowledged. It is one of the community facilities in 

the parish that attracts the largest number of people on a regular basis. It was agreed that opportunities to renovate and further develop 

activities should be undertaken including the establishment of the heritage centre discussed earlier, toilets / washrooms, social events and 

painting of the building. A very strong basis for this will be the coming together for the two committees. 
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Figure 21 Level of interest in a community shop 

 
Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

Figure 22 Preferred items for sale in the shop 

 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

5.4 Community Shop 

The survey results revealed that 59% of respondents were interested in developing a 

community shop in Askamore with 71% stating that they would use this facility. The survey 

illustrated that respondents were most likely to use the shop once a week with the evening 

time being the preferred option. Initial research has identified a community shop in County 

Kilkenny but the National Rural Network is not aware of any others around the country. 

There has been a recent interest in community shops in the UK supported by the Plunkett 

Foundation. The possibility of a community shop was discussed at the workshop session but it 

was felt that it could prove difficult to manage on a volunteer basis. 

Recommended Approach: 

Askamore Community Council is considering the purchase of a portacabin which would be 

located in the car park opposite the Church if there is sufficient interest. Planning permission 

for the portacabin would be required and business rates would be applicable.  

The portacabin would be connected to electricity and water which is currently 

available at the car park. It was suggested that the shop would offer a range 

of provisions including take-out refreshments and book donations. The survey 

findings would be used to inform the types of goods sold in the shop.  

 

The shop business would be offered to potential entrepreneurs who might be 

interested in running it as a business. It was felt that it would suit someone who 

already operated a shop so that stock could be circulated and newspaper 

supplies could be managed efficiently.  

The opening of the shop should be linked to events / activities in Askamore 

where possible. The development of the community park could greatly increase 

the number of visitors to the village which would assist in supporting the 

economic viability of the shop. It was suggested that the shop would start small 

and grow through experience and trial and error. The time of year for opening 

the shop was discussed but it was felt that there was no significant seasonal 

variation. The shop was originally considered as a stand-alone venture but this 
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Figure 23 Frequency of use of a proposed community shop 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

Figure 24 Preferred opening times 

Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

research identified the importance of linking it to other attractions in 

the locality like the park and heritage centre to assist its viability. 

Step 1 

Ascertain the potential level of interest by entrepreneurs in running a 

shop in Askamore. If there is interest then establishing a shop will be 

seriously considered by Askamore Community Council. There would be 

a selection process if more than one applicant applied. 

Step 2 

Investigate legal requirements for operating a shop such as planning 

and rates etc. 

Step 3 

Draw up a contract with the successful applicant including a 

probationary period. There would also be detailed terms and 

conditions within the contract to ensure the effective and efficient 

operation of the shop.   

Step 4 

Askamore Community Council to purchase a portacabin. 

Step 5 

Commence trading of the shop with regular reviews. It was suggested 

that the portacabin would be offered to the applicant with possible 

discounts for the first six months of operation.  

Step 6 

In the long term consider a more 

permanent location for the shop, if 

successful. 
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5.5 Walking Trails 

Askamore has a series of three looped trails which are promoted on the Irish Trails Website and on the 

Askamore community website. There is signage and car parking facilities currently available. The value 

local people place on the walking trails was clearly demonstrated in the survey findings and opportunities 

for enhancing them further were considered.  

The survey results found that 29% of respondents use the walking trails regularly and they were 

frequently remarked on when people were asked what they liked about Askamore.  

Following on from the survey findings the working group considered a range of initiatives that could be 

developed to further enhance the walking trails and these will be considered in turn. 

 

Features on Walking Trails 

The survey findings highlighted the interest in developing the walks further. This included installing benches, distance posts, picnic areas, interpretation 

panels and features of interest. Reference was made to some walks in Wicklow which have wooden sculptors on the trails although there was some 

difficulty with damage and vandalism. The benches and distance markers in Ravens Wood, were given as a good example of features along a 

walking trail. It was also suggested that through a training programme focusing on natural heritage, information leaflets and display panels could be 

designed which would be made available at the heritage centre. The old stable in the community park could also be used to display information on 

the fauna and flora of the locality. Ideas for involving young people through the Foróige youth club and local school in the design of this information, 

was discussed and it was agreed that this would be looked into further. The Foróige youth club have fundraised for materials for seating to be 

placed along the walking trails. 

 

New Walking Trail 

The opportunity to develop a new walking path called St Bridget’s Trail was discussed and further research is proposed to investigate if this is 

feasible. This would incorporate the famine grave yard and continue onto Henderson’s Rock. A significant part of this trail is currently in place but it is 

not signposted and the road surface at the entrance would need to be improved. Discussions have been held with Coillte regarding the opening up of 

this new walk, linking into existing trails and they are broadly positive to this proposal.  

 

Activities on the Walking Trails 

The survey generated considerable interest in the walking trails and opportunities to develop a range of additional activities was considered 

including geocaching; scouting activities; orienteering; and walking events linked to accommodation providers in North Wexford. 
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Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

Mass Paths 

A discussion took place regarding the use of Mass paths in the parish. It was recalled that there was a Mass path between the community park and 

the Coillte woods and that this could be cleared off and opened up. It was also felt that there would be significant merit in recording the Mass paths 

in the parish in association with some of the older members in Askamore and this activity could be taken on by the newly formed heritage group. 

 

Events 

Walking events were discussed and the opportunity to host an event 

around the Mass paths and recall stories about the history of 

Askamore was suggested. Askamore are also participating in the 

WLD, walking trail training programme and further advice 

regarding guided walks and the organisation of walking festivals 

will be considered. 

 

Cycle Track 

The opportunity to develop a cycle track on the woods was raised. 

Members of the working group agreed to discuss this further with 

Coillte to identify if it was a possibility. The example of the cycle 

trails in Ballyhoura was discussed and how this had progressed over 

time. In Ballyhoura there are five cycling trails of varying degrees of 

difficulty and length and there are separate walking trails in the 

locality. This is serviced by someone who rents bikes, repairs bikes 

and serves take-out refreshments.  

 

Integrated Facilities 

It was acknowledged that there was scope to integrate activities 

within Askamore so that walkers could access the services and 

information in the proposed heritage centre, such as toilets. This could 

be complimented further by a shop which would offer take away 

refreshments and the opportunity to purchase local food. 
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Figure 25 Promotion of Askamore  

 
Source: Askamore Survey, 2012 

 

5.6 Promotion of Askamore  

Askamore is situated between a number of towns and large villages 

including Gorey, Carnew, Ferns, Enniscorthy, Camolin and Craanford. The 

survey illustrated the interest in promoting the village of Askamore to the 

local community and wider population as displayed in figure 25. There 

was also interest in attracting tourists to the area who might be staying in 

the locality. 

The visual appearance of the community and the safety for those who live 

in Askamore was widely covered in the survey. This generated suggestions 

around signage, footpaths and developing the natural environment. Other 

dimensions included developing the heritage of the parish and organising 

celebration events. 

The working group reviewed the survey findings and looked at examples 

of other communities’ promotional activities including leaflets, websites and 

branding. A range of suggested activities were then identified including: 
 

Askamore brand and logo 

The mechanism for designing a logo was discussed and the opportunities to link in with local artists were considered. It was felt important that the 

logo would need to reflect the character of the area including the hill, church and farming. A logo is currently being designed which could be used to 

brand Askamore including the walks, artisan food and facilities. 
 

Askamore brochure 

The example of the Aughrim double sided A4 brochure was reviewed and it was agreed that something 

similar should be reproduced for Askamore depicting all of the local facilities and features. A DVD could 

also be compiled featuring attractions across North Wexford that would be shown in neighboring hotels. 

 

Interpretation panels 

Interpretation panels at each heritage site in the locality could be designed to provide local people and 

visitors a greater understanding and appreciation of the history of the area. These interpretation panels 

should be developed for both natural and built heritage sites.  
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Figure 26 Promotion of Askamore

 
 

 

Signage 

Signage and the potential to direct people to this heritage area from the Gorey / Midlands road could be explored. Most visitors are attracted to 

the coastline and it was felt that there was an opportunity to attract people to this area, particularly at times when the weather was not attractive for 

the beach. Local signage is also of critical importance, linking the various facilities and activities within the village of Askamore. 
 

Clean and Tidy Village 

The survey findings identified the need to clean up the village and walks and that there was a problem with litter and dumping.  A working group 

highlighted this as an important issue if the village is going to be promoted as a heritage area and is aiming to attract a larger number of people 

into the locality. The mechanism for ensuring that the village and walks are litter-

free needs further consideration.  

Askamore Attractions 

The promotion of Askamore and the walks could be undertaken imminently but 

mechanisms should be factored in for up-dating the promotional material once 

the community park,  play / recreation facilities, outdoor gym, heritage trail, 

shop and artisan / local food sales have been developed.  

Approach 

It was suggested that the promotional material could be designed and collated 

as part of the bespoke training programme detailed earlier. Different groups 

within the village could be invited on this training programme including the youth 

group and active retired. The output of the training programme would be the 

material for the marketing brochures, interpretation panels and interactive 

guides.  

Summary 

The Community Council comprises of members from the four corners of 

the half parish. On-going communication with all in the community is 

vitally important. One of the serious challenges is to ensure that everyone 

knows what is going on and feels included.  
 

The physical improvement of the village is well documented in this study but 

ensuring that everyone feels a part of this and benefits from it is the real 

challenge ahead. 
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5.7 Heritage Trail 

Askamore has a long tradition of interest in its history which is well documented in its publications (Parish 

Journals 1993, 1998 and 2003). A photographic record of Askamore is also currently being compiled 

documenting the village through the ages, connecting people to events and illustrating their connections 

throughout Ireland.  

Following on from this work the Community Council is interested in establishing a heritage trail across 

North Wexford and this was considered by one of the working groups. It was agreed that the aims were 

to:  

 Document and promote the heritage of Askamore for the benefits of the local residents.  

 Collate heritage information targeted at visitors within the South East of Ireland. 

 

The definition of heritage was also considered and it was felt that it should incorporate both the built, natural and cultural traditions in the area.  

It was felt that there would be merit in attracting people into the parish to enjoy the walks and scenery and that this could offer some economic 

benefit to Askamore in the long term, if facilities such as the shop were in place that sold local and artisan foods.  

Askamore heritage publications 
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Figure 27   Map of proposed heritage trail 

 
Source: Heritage Working Group 

 

North Wexford Heritage Trail 

Designing and writing a North Wexford heritage trail brochure including Gorey, Askamore, Craanford and Ferns was considered. The proposed 

County Wexford Heritage Trail was outlined and the Wexford Garden Trail brochure was reviewed and opportunities to link into these trails were 

considered. It was thought in the long term there could be economic merits in attracting visitors into Askamore to use the amenities in the village.  

 

There was significant interest in compiling a heritage 

brochure. This would include photographs and 

detailed text depicting a wide range of heritage 

attractions including the built heritage, famous people 

from the locality, natural heritage, cultural heritage, 

historic houses and sporting heritage. The 

geographical boundary for the trail and the criteria 

for items to be included need further discussion 

although a proposed trail has been drawn up for 

consideration.   

 

Opportunities to make some of the heritage sites 

interactive were considered. The scope for 

developing heritage sites so that they can be used as 

inter-active classrooms was also raised.  
 

Initial local research is going to focus on the old 

schools in the locality as there are / were at least 6 

schools in the locality. WLD are also organising a 

heritage trail training progamme and Askamore is 

keen to be part of this initiative. 
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Summary of Actions 

 

Community 
Park 

 

Playground 

Picnic area 

Walking track 

Garden 

Community 
Centre 

 

Heritage Centre 

Further training 

New activities 

Amalgamation 
of committees 

Walking 
Trails 

 

St Bridget's walk 

Walking 
facilities 

 Walking events 

Seating 

Local  

Shop 

 

Local produce 

Crafts 

Refreshments 

Accessible hours 

Promition of 
Askamore 

 

Heritage trail - 
North Wexford 

Publications 

Branding 
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Working Group Description 

 

Timeframe Potential 

Supporting 

Agencies 

Consultation Process Tasks   

5 Year Feasibility 

Study 

Working Groups 

Community Council 

Consultation for Draft Plan 

Launch Final Plan  

Distribution of Summary Report 

Publish findings on website 

Prepare projects for submission to WLD 

Prepare fundraising strategy 

Quarterly reviews of 5 year plan against progress 

Annual review of plan  

On-going review and revision of the plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On-Going 

26
th
 March 

May 

11
th
 May 

May 

May 

Summer 2012 

May / June 2012 

August 2012 

May 2013 

Annually (2012 – 2017) 

 

 

 

WLD / WCC 

 

 

WLD 
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Working Group   Tasks Timeframe Agencies 

Community Park  

 

 

Secure lease 

Draw up plans for the park 

Source quotations for developing the park 

Apply for grant aid to develop park 

Ground works and install: 

Agility play equipment; perimeter path and entrance; 

picnic areas; lighting; and landscaping 

Opening of park  

Events / activities 

March 2012 

April 2012 

May 2012 

July 2012 

Sept – Dec. 2012 

 

 

Spring 2013 

On-going 

 

WCC 

 

WLD 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Community Park Garden 

 

Horticulture Training Programme 

Garden design, research and planting 

Vegetable, Fruit & Flower Garden; Meditative Garden; 

Bog Garden, Living Willow Area and Labyrinth  

Sponsorship of plants 

Formation of gardening club 

Youth gardening club 

‘Grow Your Own’ Training Programmes 

Long term goal of producing local food for sale 

On-going park maintenance 

Sep – Nov. 2012 

Sep – Nov 2012 

Jan – June 2013 

 

2013 

2013 

2014 

2014 

2015 

2013 onward 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FAS / WLD: RSS TUS 
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  Tasks Timeframe Agencies 

Stables 

 

Research viability of restoring stable building into 

natural heritage centre 

Draw up plans for the stables 

Apply for planning permission if required 

Seek grant aid for the building restoration  

Development of stable building 

Opening of stable building 

Jan – Mar 2013 

 

April 2013 

May 2013 

July 2013 

Sep –Mar 2013-2014 

April 2014 

Heritage Council 

WLD / WCC 

 

WCC 

WLD 

 

    

Tennis court and multi-

purpose sport area 

 

Research into multi-purpose sport area 

Seek grant aid to upgrade facility 

 

2013 

 

Local Sports 

Partnership (LSP) / 

WLD 

    

Children’s Play Area 

 

To be integrated into the community park facilities Spring 2013 WLD / WCC 

 

    

Out-Door Gym Out-door gym located on the grounds of the community 

park 

May / June 2012 LSP /WCC / WLD 

    

Community infrastructure Signs, lighting  & footpaths 2013 WCC  
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Working Group  Tasks Timeframe Agencies 

Local Shop 

 

 

 

Expression of interest in operating shop 

Legal requirements 

Purchase of portacabin 

Opening of shop 

Book exchange scheme 

Refreshments 

If shop viable, a permanent location to be identified 

June 2012 

July – Oct 2012 

 

March 2013 onwards 

 

 

2014 

 

    

Food Network 

 

Food network training programme – Sliabh Bhuί 

Branding / logo 

Sale of local produce 

Christmas Fair 

Membership of regional food network 

April – June 2013 

Sept – Nov. 2013 

Nov. 2013 

Dec 2013 

Jan 2014 onwards 

 

    

Walking / Cycling Trails Walking training programme 

New walk 

Features on walks 

Audit of Mass paths in the parish 

Feasibility of introducing cycle trails 

Signage for Church toilets 

Walking marketing / leaflets / signage 

Walking events / festivals 

Walking / Fitness challenges 

Introduction of cycling trails 

Facilities for cyclists 

Walking / Cycling Fitness challenges 

Explore opportunity for bike hire / repairs 

April –June 2012 

Sept 2012 – Mar 2013 

Sept 2012 – Mar 2013 

Sept 2012 – Dec 2012 

2013 

May 2012 

2013 

2013 onwards 

2013 onwards 

2014 

2014 

2015 

2015 

WLD 
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Working Group  Tasks Timeframe Agencies 

Promotion  

 

Logo and branding of Askamore  

Incorporation into website, stationery and signage 

Design of A4 leaflet promoting Askamore  

June 2012 

June 2012 

July 2012 

 

    
Heritage Research / 

Training 

 

Heritage research / training in North Wexford 

Explore the establishment of heritage centre in old school 

Heritage publications and signage 

Heritage information displayed on the website /brochures 

Local heritage material targeted at young people 

Sept – March 2013  

2013 

2013 

2013 

2013 

WLD 

WLD 

 

    
Events Story telling events and recording of folklore 2013  
    
Preservation / development 

of heritage sites 

Capital development of heritage sites and Mass paths 

 

2013  

    
Heritage Tours Foster links with the garden trail 

Develop relationships with accommodation providers 

Organise 1 day tours across North Wexford 

Create links with relevant websites / agencies 

2013 

2013 

2013 

2013 

 

    
Litter Design a plan for ensuring the village and walks are well 

maintained and litter free 

 

 

 

On-going  
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Working Group  Tasks Timeframe Agencies 

Community Centre Capital up-grade of the community centre 

Additional sporting activities and events 

Hosting events 

Catering in association with parish activities 

Cultural festivals 

Social evenings + dance 

Indoor weekend activities for kids 

 

June 2012 – March 

2013 

 

 

    

 Heritage centre in old school part of building 

New toilets for the heritage centre 

Story telling house 

Literary, music, art events 

Active retirement meetings 

 

July 2012 

 

WLD 

    

 Amalgamation of the community centre and new activity 

centre committees 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 2012 onwards  
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Working Group Task Timeframe Agencies 

Training courses Design and prepare an Autumn training programme 

Deliver a wide range of training programmes  

Train the trainer programme 

Training classes on-going 

May – July 2012 

Sept – Dec 2012 

 

 

 

 

    

Activity Centre Develop activities targeted at children and youth 

Design and deliver supports for those who are 

unemployed 

Support dancing, music and arts activities 

Summer camps 

Arts / music / dance / story-telling festival 

 

2012 

2013 

 

2013 

2014 

2014 

 

    

Community Supports 

 

Helpline information boards 

Supports for the elderly who are isolated 

Social activities 

April 2012 

2012 onwards 

2012 onwards 

 

    

Community Renewable 

Energy 

Explore viability of installing community renewable 

energy technologies – solar panels / heating systems 

Install if viable 

2013 

 

2013 
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CHAPTER 7 

IMPLEMENTATION 
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Chapter 7 Implementation 

The key findings were displayed publically for comment prior to finalising and several minor amendments were 

made based on the feedback at this event. This plan has been adopted by the Community Council of Askamore for 

implementation. However, it is recognised that elements of this plan might change due to new opportunities 

becoming available or further feedback from the local community. 

7.1 Fundraising 

Context 

A 2 year major fundraising campaign for the new Activity Centre has been undertaken and the last event will be 

held externally to the parish for the remaining €20,000 debt at the National Ploughing later this year. 

To implement the initiatives in this Plan funding will need to be secured from a number of sources. Examples of possible sources of supports are as 

follows: 

Local fund-raising 

Féile le Chéile: A local fund-raising festival that generates a small amount of funding for parish activities. 

 

Events: These will be held on an on-going basis to raise funds for the parish. Possible examples include events in the community park when it is 

opened, walking trail festival, seasonal activities, interactive events and the sale of refreshments. 

7.2 Loans 

Clann Credo Loans: This is a social investment fund which aims to support people in the building up of stronger communities. Examples of the type of 

projects that they invest in include community businesses, social enterprises, and supporting the delivery of community services and amenities. 

7.3 Volunteering 

The community spirit and the volunteering ethos were widely recognised in the survey findings. The support and time that so many people freely 

donate to the parish is tremendous and has made the community such a vibrant place to live in. 

Askamore Community Council welcomes the huge response in the survey from people interested in volunteering their time to assist in the 

implementation of this five year plan. Through working together all these ideas and more are very possible. 
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7.4  Grants 

National Rural Development Programme (NRDP): WLD administers the NRDP 2007-2013 for County Wexford. This programme comprises of eight 

measures each with their own eligibility criteria and specified priority areas for funding. The maximum grant per application is €150,000 at a 75% 

grant rate for community projects (under exceptional circumstances the maximum grant aid can be exceeded).  

 

Relevant criteria to asses if an application for grant aid is suitable includes: 

 Applications to be submitted by individuals, community groups or small businesses.  

 A lease agreement needs to be in place for a minimum of five years, at the time of lodging the application with WLD.  

 The community group lodging an application must have a committee structure, constitution and bank account; 

 The application form must be accompanied by supporting documentation including: lease agreement; planning permission if required; 

drawings; quotation schedule; photographs; supporting letters from relevant statutory agencies and; evidence that no other funding is 

available; 

 Projects must comply with guidelines and the WLD Business Plan; 

 Grant payment awarded once proof of payment has been received; and 

 The NRDP 2007-2013 continues up to December 2013.  

WLD has grant aided a number of initiatives in Askamore over the last ten years and their support has been invaluable to the development of 

community facilities in Askamore. 

 

The Community Foundation for Ireland: A small grant scheme for community initiatives called the Grassroots Grants Scheme which Askamore 

Community Council received funds from earlier this year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary 

The on-going raising of funds needs to be considered by the Community Council to support the 

maintenance and continual development of facilities in Askamore to serve the needs of the people 

in the parish. To implement this action plan over the next five years the following management 

structure is proposed. 
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FIGURE 28  STRUCTURE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE 5 YEAR PLAN 
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Step 1 Research / Training          Autumn 2012 

Step 2 Launch of Photographic Publication     Autumn 2012 

Step 3 Opening up of St. Bridget’s Walk     Winter 2012 

Step 4 Launch of Park / Heritage Centre & Trail   Spring 2013 

Step 5 Opening up of local shop      Spring2013 

Step 6 Networking Promotion / Events / Brochures / Signage 
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FIGURE 29 WORKING GROUP STRUCTURE TO OVERSEE THE IMPLEMENTATION OF EACH DIMENSION 
WITHIN THE PLAN 
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CHAPTER 8 

CONCLUSION 
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Chapter 8 Conclusion 

Askamore Community Council has consulted widely with members of the public and with representatives of Government Agencies to assist in the 

formulation of this plan. This generated a large number of ideas and identified a couple of major projects that could benefit the local 

community. 

There was an overwhelmingly positive response to the development of a community park and also considerable interest in the further 

development of the community hall, embracing a heritage centre and a wider range of activities. Linkages with neighbouring parishes across 

North Wexford were also deemed important, particularly in the creation of tourism trails such as heritage, walking or artisan food. There was 

considerable interest in the community shop and it was felt that its viability rested considerably on the development of additional activities in 

Askamore such as the park, which would generate a greater footfall in the locality. 

The survey created good publicity for this five year plan, as well as giving everyone an opportunity to have their say. Through the survey there 

were over 40 volunteers, who offered to give their time, to assist in the implementation of this plan. This local support for the design, 

development, on-going maintenance and use of community activities is critical to the success of this plan and this is something that Askamore has 

been very successful with to date. 

Arising from the large number of initiatives that were identified in this plan, it is important that they are phased over a period of time, so that it 

is achievable from a financing and voluntary effort perspective. 

 It is hoped that the community will use this plan as a means of directing actions for the benefit of all who live in the local area over the next 

five years. 
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APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1: Consultation Schedule  

A series of meetings were held between August 2011 and May 2012 by Yvonne Byrne and the organisations are detailed below: 

Date Task Organisation 

August 2011 Design Study Brief: Submit quotation   Askamore Community Council 

November 2011 Funding Approved & Work Schedule Agreed Askamore Community Council 

November 2011 Public Meeting Public Event 

December 2011 Design Survey  Pilot Group & Multi-Agency Consultation 

January 2012 Survey Distribution Households 

January 2012 Analyse Results Yvonne Byrne, Rural Development Consultancy 

February 2012 Working Groups Askamore Community Council 

February 2012 Planning & Design of Community Park Wexford County Council 

March 2012 Assessment of Funding Opportunities Wexford Local Development 

March 2012 Consultation on Action Plan & Timescale for Implementation Askamore Community Council 

April 2012 Draft Plan: Public Consultation Public Event 

May 2012 Launch of Plan Public Event 
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Appendix 2: Survey Cover Letter  

Dear Community Member,               January 2012  
 

Ref: Askamore Five Year Community Plan 
 

What would you like for your community over the next five years? What is your vision for the future of your village and area? Now is your chance to have your say.  

Askamore Community Council, which was set up in 2011 to take over from Askamore Community Development Association, is made up of 17 voluntary members, from all 

corners of the half-parish of Askamore.  The Council has received grant aid from Wexford Local Development (WLD) under the National Rural Development Programme 

2007-2013 to undertake a feasibility study for Askamore to consider how the community would like to develop over the next five years.  
 

As part of this process, a short survey is being circulated to all households in the parish and these results will inform the five year development plan for the village (One 

survey to be completed on behalf of each household which will take about 10 minutes to complete). Please be as honest as possible in your replies, as our future plans will 

depend on your answers.  
 

Some ideas for consideration in this plan include: 

 The lease of a 1.8 acre field behind the Church to develop it into an amenity / recreation park for the community. 

 The opening of a community shop, initially in a secure portacabin. 

 The formation of a heritage trail linking historic sites across North Wexford. 

 Development of services, training, rural enterprises and new facilities within the community hall. 

 The marketing and promotion of Askamore. 
 

We very much hope that you take the time to complete the form and once completed please place it in the sealed envelope. This will be collected by a member of the 

Committee over the next week. All responses will be treated in strict confidence and only aggregate data will be detailed in the report. A rural development consultant - 

Yvonne Byrne - has been contracted to prepare this report for Askamore and she will analyse the surveys and people’s anonymity will be fully protected. 
 

As well as helping by reading, filling out and returning the survey, the support of the local people is vital to the success of the various schemes being organised.  

Askamore Community Council is working hard to improve life in Askamore and surrounding areas and its voluntary work will not succeed without that local 

support, either in using the shop or in attending classes and other locally organised events. 
  

If you have any questions or would like to get more involved please don’t hesitate to contact any Community Council member for more information. There will also be 

updates posted in the District Notes, in the Church Newsletter and on the website www.askamore.com. If you would like to receive regular updates on this initiative please 

include your email address in the survey or sign up to Facebook on the www.askamore.com website. We look forward to hearing your views and a summary of the results 

will be displayed as part of an information evening in the Community Hall later in the New Year. 
 

Yours sincerely 

Paddy Byrne, Chairman 
 

Council Members: Paddy Byrne, Jim Gilbert, Seán Byrne, Éamonn Kinsella, Jo McLellan, Jim Martin, Aileen Kavanagh, Willie Walsh, Mick Carton, Mary Donohoe, Joe Kenny,  
Mari Gregan,  Andy Kehoe, Josephine Kinsella, Rita Kavanagh, Éamonn Doran, Owen Doyle 

http://www.askamore.com/
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Appendix 3: Survey 

 

 

ASKAMORE 5 YEAR COMMUNITY PLAN 

 

Q1 How often do you use the facilities in Askamore?      (please tick  the relevant boxes) 

 Weekly Monthly Infrequently Never 

Looped Walks     

Community Centre*     

New Activity Centre*     

Childcare Facility     

Other (please detail)     

Definition: * Community Centre   – old school house bar and badminton/squash  courts (community hall) 
  New Activity Centre – meeting room (upstairs), lecture/activity room (downstairs) 

 

 

Q2 Please indicate your opinion on the following possible initiatives?      (please tick the relevant boxes) 

 Very 

interested 

Interested 

 

Hard to say  Not that 

interested 

Not at all 

interested 

Community shop      

Park / amenity area      

More events in Community Centre       

More events in New Activity Centre      

Heritage trail      

Promotion of Askamore      

 
 

 

Survey Number 
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Q3 There is an interest in opening up a community shop in the village centre of Askamore.  
(Please tick your preferred options)    (initially in a secure portacabin) 

i.  What opening times would suit you? 8.30 am to 11 am  

 12.30 pm to 2.30 pm  

 4.30 pm to 6.30 pm  

 

ii.  What would you like stocked in the shop? Newspapers  

 Milk / dairy products  

 Local produce / bakery  

 Local crafts  

 Stationery  

 Penny Bank  

 Coal / sticks / gas  

 Stamps / phone credit  

 Other: (please detail) 

 

iii.  WOULD YOU USE THIS    

SHOP?  

(please tick relevant box) 

Yes   No   Maybe   

If no, why might you not use the shop? 

 

iv.  If yes, how many times a 

week?  

(please tick relevant box) 

Once a 

week 

  3 times a week   More than 3 

times a week 

 

 

Other comments: 
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Q4 There is an interest in leasing the 1.8 acre field behind the church for a community park. 

Please tick any number of activities of interest to you. 

Walking track around perimeter  Vegetable / fruit / flower area  

Picnic / recreation area  Meditative / calm space  

Bog garden area   Improving existing stables for possible future use  

Nature area  Gardening training courses  

Sporting facilities  Other (please detail): 

 

 

Q5 Which groups are you most interested in developing supports / facilities for in Askamore? 

 (please tick the relevant boxes) 

 Very 

interested 

Interested  Hard to say 

 

Not that 

interested 

Not at all 

interested 

Children       

Youth      

Adult      

Active retired       

Self-employed      

Unemployed      

Farming      

Other (please detail) 
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Q6 What facilities / activities would you like developed in Askamore? (please tick items of interest) 

Bar & Catering  Dancing classes for adults / children  

Exhibitions  Art classes  

Hire of meeting rooms  Scouts / Guides etc  

Rural enterprise services  Music / drama  

Re-training / supports for those unemployed  Youth activities  

Community library / Book Exchange  Table tennis / pool  

Business admin support services  Sewing / knitting clubs / ICA  

Community renewable energy  Parent and Toddler groups  

Fitness / Keep Fit  Other (please detail): 

 

Q7 Would you be interested in attending training / advisory sessions in the following? 

 (please tick items of interest) 

Basic computer training  Languages  

Intermediate computer training   Finance / book keeping  

Advanced computer training  Marketing / PR   

Website design and maintenance   Hobby / Interests  

Desktop publishing  Email set-up and use  

IT supports for farm businesses  Shopping online  

Social media / blogging / face book / twitter  Learning to type  

Skype  Paying bills online  

Photography, Video editing  Volunteerism  

Grants / entitlements / govt and local agencies  Other (please detail) 
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Q8 What do you like most about Askamore? 
 

 

 

 

 
Q9 Have you any suggestions regarding further development of looped walks, attractions, activities or services in Askamore?  
 
 
 

      
 

Q10 Do you have skills that you might be willing to volunteer to the community?  
Examples include: delivering training, assisting in organising events, artwork, writing articles for the newsletter, setting up the  community shop, research,  

 developing the community park, up-dating website, developing walking trails etc.  (please detail possible support / expertise) 

 

 

 

 

 

Q11 Are you aware of the Askamore community website www.askamore.com? (Please tick) 

  YES    NO 

 

 

 

Q12 If yes, how often do you use the Askamore community website?  

Please tick the relevant box Weekly:  Monthly: Infrequently: Never: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.askamore.com/
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*All personal data will be confidential 

 

Q13  Age Profile of Respondent: please circle Under 25 25 – 45 46-65  Over 65 

 

 

Q14 No. of people under 18 in your house:  ____________________________________________ 

 

 

Q 15 Occupation: please detail  ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Q 16  Name (optional*):   ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Q17  Address (optional*):   ____________________________________________________ 

 

 

Q18  Email Address (optional*):  ___________________________________________________ 

(This can be used to keep you up to date with Askamore developments) 

 

 

Q19 Any other comments? 

 (Please submit a separate sheet or write on the back of these pages if you would like to include more information) 
 

 

THANK YOU 


